
 s we draw to the close of 2019, it is appropriate 

that we spend some time reflecting over the 

year that is past. As I write this, our celebration 

evenings are upon us where we will celebrate the          

achievements of students and classes and by the time you 

are reading this article, they will already have taken place. 

Unfortunately, we live in a world where being thankful 

seems to be going against the flow of society. When we look 

at political world leaders, we are faced with an American 

President who uses his platform to belittle people who op-

pose him. Some of our greatest male tennis players are well 

renowned for whinging and poor sportsmanship. When our 

entertainers are flying on planes it seems there are a raft of 

issues not to their satisfaction that they then tell the world 

about through social media. We need to stand against the 

rising tide of negativity in the world and be people who are 

encouraging and thankful for all we have. 

Paul says in the book of Colossians that whatever you do, in 

word or deed, everything should be done in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father. This is what we 

endeavour to do at Casino Christian School. I hope that this 

was the impression you came away with at our celebration 

evenings. 

John Milton, the great 17th Century poet said, ‘Gratitude 

bestows reverence, allowing us to encounter everyday 

epiphanies, those transcendent moments of awe that 

change forever how we experience life and the world.’ A 

person who is grateful views the world differently. They will 

enjoy life more and they will be an encouragement to those 

around them. 

Jesus encouraged us to pray daily and a part of prayer is 

thanksgiving. I am not sure about you, but my experience is 

that when I spend time being thankful to God then, like John 

Milton says, my whole mindset changes and how I               

experience life and the world changes.  

 

 

G. K. Chesterton said, ‘When it comes to life, the critical 

thing is whether you take things for granted or take them 

with gratitude.’ When I am consciously being thankful for 

things, it moves me from taking things for granted to being 

grateful and it makes an enormous difference on my outlook 

on life. 

And it is not hard to be thankful for all the wonderful things 

in life and also with regards to our school community. 

I want to say how thankful I am for our wonderful parents in 

the school. We have tremendously supportive parents who 

want to work closely with us to build good educational out-

comes for our students. I see parents volunteering to come 

in and read with students; I see parents volunteering to help 

with barbeques; I see parents joining in with us in staff vs 

student sporting days. 

I want to say how thankful I am for our students. It is not 

difficult to think of a class and be constantly amazed at just 

how much a class or an individual has grown either             

academically or socially or spiritually. Our literacy and         

numeracy skills that we test extensively in K – 2 show           

enormous growth for our students. At the other end, I see 

Year 12 students being proactive and already landing jobs or 

obtaining early entry into university. I see students who care 

deeply for people in their class as they go through tough 

times. I see students who are serving others in a most 

selfless manner. 

I also want to say how thankful I am for our staff. Our staff 

go out of their way to accommodate and care for                        

individuals. They are often at school until very late in the day 

and take work home with them. And they work very hard at 

building rapport with students. 

We have a wonderful school and a marvellous community 

and for that I thank God. Have a great Christmas break and 

stay safe over your holidays.  
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